
Dear GAFM Members, 

 

The past few weeks have seen more rain than a lot 

of us have experienced in a very long time.  Several 

of Georgiaôs communities experienced flooding 

during this period and for many of us,  we went into 

ñreactionary modeò, scrambling to deal with the 

devastation that those flood waters were causing.  

Aahhhhhh ! The life of a floodplain manager !! 

 

Flooding has and always will be a part of what we 

doðplanning for, bracing against and dealing with 

creeks and streams that become unruly and overtop 

their boundaries.  I view it similar to being a parent 

with a child who likes to turn the spigot on in the 

tub when your back is turnedðWOW ! what a 

mess !!  But we clean it up, make everything ñall 

betterò and move onéééééé...until the next 

time ! 

 

I will leave this train of thought to go on to more 

pleasant and uplifting subject matter - the Annual 

Conference.  If you werenôt there, you missed an 

extraordinary time - full of exceptional sessions (the 

Showcases were a huge success) and awesome net-

working, whether it was on the golf course, in the 

beautiful and pristine Conference Center (man, you 

should have seen this place, it was incredible!!) or at 

one of the social events/dinners that was held.  I 

donôt know about you, but I grow as a floodplain 

manger every time I attend one of these events!  

Thank you to everyone involved in making our 

Annual Conference a huge successðRanko Pudar, 

the Conference Chair, Tom Tkacs, the Program 

Committee Chair, the multitude of speakers that 

filled the five concurrent sessions for 2-1/2 days, all 

of the GAFM Board members (we had 100% atten-

dance at the Conference), Garrett Skinner for mak-

ing online registration possible and for dealing with 

all of the intricacies that had to take place behind-

the-scenes to make this  Conference a ñhitò, to my 

sounding board (and your vice-chair) Tom McDon-

ald, to my precious daughter, Lacey, who has taken 

volunteering to a whole new level, and, finally, who 

could forget your host, Michael Burgess - Michael 

you outdid yourself, buddy - what a top-notch event 

- you should be proud!!  I will tell the world proudly 

that I wouldnôt take all the money in the world for 

all of these people!  My hat is off to you all for a job  

A Message from the 
Chair  

 

 

GAFM would like to 

wish a very Happy 

Birthday to:  

(BIRTHDAYS IN APRIL, MAY AND JUNE 

  
Name  Date 

  

Vee Burnham   5/14 

Charles Absher  5/23 

Hal Clarkson   6/6 

 

 

 

 

Your birthday could be here ð 

send your birthday information to: 

tturner@augustaga.gov  
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very well done !! 

Speaking of the Conference, I am very proud to say that we 

debuted the CFM Mentor Program at the Conference with a 

session taught by none other than yours truly and Michael 

Blakely - he was the ñbrainsò, I  just was just there to run 

the power point (which, by the way, didnôt work!!).  We 

have several people sign up for the program, both as 

ñMentorsò and ñMenteesò - thanks to all of those who are 

participating.  I will  let you know of the Programôs progress 

in coming issues of the GAFM News. 

 

No Annual Conference would be complete without our 

Awards Ceremony.  Many thanks to Charles Absher and 

JJG for overseeing and sponsoring our Annual Awards.  

Since it may not have trickled down through the grapevine 

to you yet, I will let you know that Collis Brown won the 

Distinguished Service Award - Collis came very close to 

breaking the ñthereôs no tears in GAFMò edict that he per-

sonally issued at last yearôs Awards Ceremony (when Carl 

Barkalow won the Distinguished Service Award - Collis 

was our Interim-Chair back then), it may have had some-

thing to do with the lengthy standing ovation and the thun-

derous applause that could be heard for miles around !  The 

City of Griffin and the Douglasville-Douglas County Water 

and Sewer Authority BOTH received the Program Award 

for Excellence in Floodplain Management and finally, there 

was an extremely embarrassing moment involving your 

Chair being rendered speechless (but only momentarily) and 

then standing at the podium and babbling incessantly about 

who knows what because she certainly canôt remember what 

she said (honestly, she canôt remember!!).  Congratulations 

to all of our Award winners for their ongoing contributions 

to GAFM ! 

 

Our Fall Education and Technical Training Conference has 

been scheduled for Wednesday, Sept 16, and Thursday, Sept 

17, at the Peachtree Marriott in Metro Atlanta - one of our 

newest GAFM Board members, Johnny Barron, will be your 

Conference host.  We are doing the Showcase format again 

so contact Tom Tkacs, Johnny Barron or me ASAP if you 

are interested in participating.  Spaces for these sessions will 

fill up fast ! 

 

Charles Absher, who stepped down as Metro Atlanta Repre-

sentative at the Annual Conference, has agreed to be the 

Conference Chair for the Fall Conference. Thanks so much 

Charles ! 

 

Speaking of stepping down, Ray Parker stepped down at the 

Annual Conference and was succeeded as Central Region 

Representative by Raymond Teal.  ñWelcome aboardò, Ray-

mond !! 

(continued on page 2) 

CONGRATULATIONS  

TIFFANY S LEAKE  BECAME  THE 

BRIDE OF JASON O HUNTER (GAFM 

MEMBER) ON DECEMBER 6, 2008, 

AT THE CHRIST THE ROCK CHURCH 

IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  JASON AND 

TIFFANY !!  



Conference Calendar of Events  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER  16 -17,  2009  ð GAFMõS METRO  ATLANTA   

EDUCATION  &  TECHNICAL  TRAINING  CONFERENCE  

 

PLACE PEACHTREE MARRIOTT   

  METRO ATLANTA , GA 

TIME  8:00 ï 5:00 DAILY 

 

GAFMôs Fall Education & Technical Training Conference 

A Message from the Chair (continued)  

 
FEMAôs Elevation Certificate (FEMA Form 81-31) and the Floodproofing Certificate (FEMA Form 81-65) have been approved.  The new expiration date for 

both forms is March 31, 2012.  FEMA will permit a ñphase-inò of the revised Elevation Certificate on a voluntary basis.  During a 12-month transition period, 

beginning April 1, 2009, FEMA will accept either the new form or the old form.  For more information and copies of the form go to http://www.floods.org/PDF/
Committees/Insurance/EC_and_Floodproofing_Bulletin_04-09.pdf. 

 

FEMA also announced changes to the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) affecting insurance effective October 1, 2009.  A quick summary of the major 
changes for October 1, 2009 are: 

The basic limit is being increased. 

Premiums are being increased.      

 *   V Zones up to the 10% maximum      

 *   A Zones up to the 10% maximum except for AH and AO zones       
 *   X Zones up 8% 

Minimum deductibles are increasing.  There will no longer be a $500 deductible.  Pre-FIRM standard deductibles will be $2,000.  Post-FIRM 

deductible will be $1,000. 

A new Risk Rating Method for Leased Federal Properties has been developed. 

 
For more information and the changes go to http://www.floods.org/PDF/Committees/Insurance/October_%2009_Program_Change_Bulletin_04-09.pdf  

 

J UNE  7 -12,  2009  ð ASFPM  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  

 

PLACE ROSEN CENTER HOTEL; ORLANDO, FLORIDA 

TIME  DAILY 

 

ASFPMôs Annual Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Early Discount Registration Period extended until  

Friday, May 1, 2009   

(continued from page 1) 

Be on the look-out for tons of training opportunities this summer.  Canôt wait to ñsee you in Septemberò (reminds me of a songéé.), until 

thenéééééééééé. go forth and promote sound floodplain management across the State of Georgia ! 

                                                                                                                                                                                            T. 

 

Post Script: 

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers our good friend and former Board member, Ray Parker, and his family, in the home-going of Rayôs 

Mother, Frances Parker, on Monday, April 6, 2009.  Ray, please know that our hearts are grieving with you  during this time of sadness and loss. 

            Your GAFM Family 

Revised Elevation Certificate and Floodproofing Certificate Approved and 
Changes to the NFIP  
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http://www.floods.org/PDF/Committees/Insurance/EC_and_Floodproofing_Bulletin_04-09.pdf
http://www.floods.org/PDF/Committees/Insurance/EC_and_Floodproofing_Bulletin_04-09.pdf
http://www.floods.org/PDF/Committees/Insurance/October_%2009_Program_Change_Bulletin_04-09.pdf


Points of Interest  

Important information regarding 

ñWeek-long CFM Courses and 

CFM Refresher Courses (listed on 

the website and in this newsletter) 
 

These courses are meant as preparation courses for 

the CFM exam, but will  not take the place of 

intensive study.  

 

Prior to this training, GAFM recommends that you 

read the manual, Floodplain Management 

Requirements:  

A Study Guide and Desk Reference for Local 

Officials (FEMA 480) available for download at 

www.floods.org/Certification/FEMA_480.asp.  
This manual is lengthy, so please give yourself some 
time to prepare!  

 

Please note that signing up for these courses does 
not automatically register you for the CFM exam, 
and signing up for the exam does not register you for 
the course. ASFPM requires that you register and 
submit payment at least two weeks in advance of any 
CFM exam.  
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Feb 11 ExamðGAFMôs 4th Annual Conference, 

Columbus, GA 

 

Katy Goolsby-Brown, CFM 

Corey Gutherie, CFM 

Julie Lee, CFM 

Will Martin, CFM 

Josh Myers, CFM 

Diane Otto, CFM 

 

A great big GAFM congratulation to these new 

CFMôs !!! 
 

New CFMõs in Georgia 

Awards and òAll that Stuffó 

Job Corner  

 

Check out the job opportunities posted 
on GAFMôs website at: 
 

www.gafloods.org  

The following awards were given at GAFMôs 4th Annual Conference in 

Columbus, GA on February 12, 2009:  

 

Distinguished  Service  Award  - Collis O Brown 

Program  Award  for  Excellence  in Floodplain  Management  

 City of Griffin 

 Douglasville-Douglas County Water and Sewer Authority 

Outstanding  Floodplain  Manager  Award  - Terri L Turner 

 

For more information about the awards, see Awards on GAFMôs website at 

www.gafloods.org  

 
 

Michael  Baker  Corporationôs  

Ed  Thomas  to  Return  to   

Georgia  for  GAFM  Training  !!  
 

Ed Thomas will be returning to Georgia to do ñNo 
Adverse Impactò (NAI) training at the Metro Atlanta 
Education & Technical Training Conference on Sep-
tember 16 and 17, 2009 at the Peachtree Marriott in 
Norcross, GA. 
 
Ed has a few other tricks in his magical training bag 
to include ñPatchwork Quilt and ñSilver Jacketò ! 
 
Mark your calendars NOW for this cutting edge 
training event !!  
 
Many thanks to the folks at Michael Baker Corporation for making 

Edôs participation at this training event  possible ! 

CONGRATULATIONS  

 

ASHLEY NICHOLE  DRUMMOND 

BECAME  THE BRIDE OF JAMES 

ARTHUR VIEBROCK  (GAFM MEM-

BER) ON NOVEMBER 15, 2008, AT 

SACRED HEART CULTURAL  CENTER 

IN AUGUSTA, GA 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  JAMES AND 

ASHLEY ! 

 

MORE  CONGRATULATIONS  

 

GAFM MEMBER JOHNNY BARRON BECAME  THE ñFATHER 

OF THE BRIDEò WHEN HIS DAUGHTER, AKEMI, MARRIED 

GLEN CUMINGS AT THE ATLANTA  TEMPLE OF THE CHURCH 

OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS ON MARCH 14, 

2009 IN SANDY SPRINGS, GA. 

 

JOHNNY IS A LITTLE  BROKE  THESE DAYS SO IF YOU SEE 

JOHNNY OFFER TO BUY HIM A SODA, A BOTTLED WATER OR 

SOMETHING EQUALLY  AS REFRESHING ! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  GO OUT TO AKEMI, GLEN, AND  ESPE-

CIALLY  JOHNNY !!  

 

Collis Brown receives the Distinguished Ser-

vice Award from GAFM Awards Chairman, 

Charles Absher 



 

FEMA Releases Revised NFIP Technical  
Bulletins  

 

The NFIP Technical Bulletin series includes eleven sepa-
rate bulletins that provide guidance on a wide variety of 
issues facing communities that administer floodplain 
management ordinances.  

Four revised TBs were released in 2008.   

The TBs are available from the FEMA warehouse at  
1-800 -480 -2520, or can be downloaded at:  

http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/floodplain/techbul.shtm  

 

TB -1: Openings in Foundation Walls and Walls of Enclosures REVISED  

TB -2: Flood Damage -Resistant Material Requirements REVISED  

TB -3: Non -Residential Floodproofing Requirements and Certification  

TB -4: Elevator Installation  

TB -5: Free -of -Obstruction Requirements REVISED  

TB -6: Below -Grade Parking Requirements  

TB -7: Wet Floodproofing Requirements  

TB -8: Corrosion Protection for Metal Connectors  

TB -9: Design and Construction Guidance for Breakaway Walls REVISED  

TB -10: Ensuring that Structures Built on Fill In or Near Special Flood Hazard Ar-
eas are Reasonably Safe from Flooding.  

TB -11: Crawlspace Construction  

GAFM Board members take the ñPolar 

Plungeò into the Columbus Marriott 

(unheated) outdoor pool to raise money 

for the proposed GAFM Foundation  

A very cold and very wet GAFM 

Board (and volunteer extraordi-

naire Lacey!!) pose for a quick 

picture after the ñPolar Plungeò - in 

excess of $500 was raised for the 

proposed GAFM Foundation  
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http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/floodplain/techbul.shtm


 

Two More NFIP Technical Bulletins  

Revised and Released  
 

In the October News & Views, FEMA announced that two revised technical bulletins for 

the National Flood Insurance Program had been issued (TB-1, Openings in Foundation 

Walls and Walls of Enclosures, and TB-2, Flood Damage-Resistant Material Require-

ments). 

 

Two more revised bulletins are now available. 
 

 

Free-of-Obstruction Requirements (TB-5) 

This updated document now includes a number of sections 

and photographs to illustrate obstructions and how they affect 

the performance of buildings when they are subjected to ex-

treme natural forces such as storm surge. There is an ex-

panded discussion of some types of obstructions, including 

the use of nonstructural fill below and around elevated build-

ings. The bulletin distinguishes between obstructions below 

homes and those of large, fully engineered buildings, outlin-

ing in particular the differences in slabs and the use of shear 

walls. 
 

 

Design and Construction Guidance for Breakaway Walls  

(TB-9) 

In order to provide design solutions that are consistent with 

the NFIP regulations and building code requirements, TB-9 

now includes three design methods: a prescriptive design ap-

proach, a simplified design approach, and a performance-

based design approach. The updated bulletin includes dia-

grams and photographs to illustrate damage attributed to poor 

construction practices and to highlight walls that break away 

as designed. Also included are discussions of related matters 

such as garage doors, partial-height walls, exterior façades, 

and utilities. 

 

All Technical Bulletins can be ordered from the FEMA warehouse, 1-800-480-2520 

or downloaded at http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/floodplain/techbul.shtm. 

News & Views December 2008  
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