
Dear GAFM Members, 

In 26 days, GAFM members will begin to de-

scend on Columbus, Georgia for GAFMôs 4th 

Annual Conference.  Wow !  It is hard to be-

lieve that we are already upon our fourth con-

ference.  Why, it was just yesterday that a 

group of us were sitting around in Augusta, 

Georgia taking our week-long CFM course and 

talking about the need for a state association.  

And here we areééééé.250+ members 

strong and getting ready for the annual confer-

ence to top all annual conferences.  Like I said, 

WOW !  

Speaking of annual conferences, and before I 

forget to do it, thank you to everyone involved 

in making this conference the success I know 

that it will be - Ranko Pudar, the Conference 

Chair, Tom Tkacs, the Program Committee 

Chair, the multitude of speakers that will be a 

part of the ñColumbus experienceò, all of the 

GAFM Board members, Garret Skinner for 

making online registration possible and for 

dealing with all of the intricacies that have to 

take place behind-the-scenes to make this con-

ference a ñhitò and most of all to my sounding 

board (and your vice-chair) Tom McDonald - 

you are all the greatest group of people I have 

EVER had the privilege to work with !  My hat 

is off to you for a job well done !! 

ASFPM has approved the Conference for 12 

CEUs so if you are in need of training, this is 

the place to get it !!  We will be running 5 con-

current sessions each day featuring numerous 
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GAFM would like to 

wish a very Happy 

Birthday to:  

(BIRTHDAYS IN JANUARY, FEBRUARY 

AND MARCH 

  
George Eastman  1/17 

Chris Budd   2/14 

Connie Smith  2/24 

Garrett Skinner  2/25 

Ranko Pudar  3/15 

Anthony Prevost  3/19 

  

Your birthday could be here ðsend your 

birthday information to: 

tturner@augustaga.gov  
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Consultant Showcases and also top-notch stand-alone 

speakers.  We will also be having more on No Ad-

verse Impact with Christy Miller representing  

ASFPM (George Riedel did an excellent job of pre-

senting ñNAIðThe Basicsò at the Jekyll Confer-

ence!!) Our CFM Mentor Program will be making itôs 

debut, as well.  I promise you that you will be experi-

encing the best and brightest minds in the floodplain 

industry at this Conference - you absolutely donôt 

want to miss it ! 

Since our last newsletter on Oct 15, 2008, we have 

had two training opportunities in Augusta, GA.  John 

Thomas with WK Dickson came to Augusta on Octo-

ber 22, and again on November 11, and talked with 

local engineers and developers and the CSRAôs gov-

ernment officials on Low Impact Development and 

Sustainable Planning and how Low Impact Develop-

ment could be cost effective with both large and small 

development in Georgia. 

Since our last newsletter, we have also added new 

CFMs to our ñranksò (see page 3).  Our CFM Program 

is important to GAFM and is growing as we train and 

test more floodplain managers.  A CFM Refresher 

Course will be offered at the Annual Conference on 

Wednesday, February 11 (thank you Chris Budd and 

PBS&J for making this training possible!!).  Another 

opportunity for CFM training is tentatively scheduled 

for March or April of this year in the Augusta area 

(see page 2) with the week-long E-273 course being 

offered by FEMA and the State NFIP Office.  We will 

notify you as more information about this CFM train-

ing becomes available. The CFM exam will be offered 

both at the February 11 training and also at the Spring 

CFM training to be held in the Augusta area.  Be sure 

and register with both GAFM and ASFPM if you are 

interested in taking the CFM exam at either of these 

training sessions. 

 (continued on page 2) 

E-MAIL  ADDRESS  

CHANGES  

GAFMôS WATERSHED  

CONCEPTS MEMBERSô  

E-MAIL ADDRESSES HAVE CHANGED: 

 

THE NEW E-MAIL  

ADDRESSES ARE:  

FIRSTNAME.LASTNAME @AECOM.COM 

mailto:firstname.lastname@aecom.com


(continued from page 1) 

GAFM is also undertaking a ñfirstò for our organizationééééééé.. GOLF. 

 

Register now for GAFMôs first (of hopefully many) golf tournaments to be held at the Annual Conference.  The golf tourney will be 

held on Tuesday afternoon before the start of the Conference.  This is a guy-thing (although you gals are invited to participate, as 

well, if you can deal with all of that testosterone !!!) so I donôt know most of the details (I think they are afraid I might want to show 

up and take pictures or something !!)  Rest assured, based on the group that is organizing the event, that it will be both fun and 

memorable.  Thanks to Garrett, you can register online for that, as well as the Conference. 

 

Again, I have run out of room.  But donôt fret, I will fill you in on everything else rattling around in my brain at the Conference.  

Until thenéééééééééé. go forth and promote sound floodplain management across the State of Georgia ! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      T. 

Conference Calendar of Events  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY  11 -13,  2009  ð GAFMõS FOURTH  ANNUAL   

CONFERENCE  

 

PLACE COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER ;  

  COLUMBUS, GA 

TIME  8:00 ï 5:00 DAILY 

 

GAFMôs Annual Conference 
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A Message from the Chair (continued)  

Training Opportunities  

F E B  1 1 ,  2 0 0 9  ð G A F M  C F M  R E F R E S H E R  C O U R S E  /  T E S T  

 

 PLACE: COLUMBUS  CONVENTION CENTER  

  (GAFMôS FOURTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE) 

TIME:  8:30 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.  TEST 4:00 ï 7:00 P.M. 

 

GAFM in conjunction with PBS&J is offering a one ïday CFM refresher course; CFM test to follow course ï you must register for the test with ASFPM 

 

S P R I N G  2 0 0 9  ð G E O R G I A  W E E K - L O N G  C F M  C O U R S E  /  T E S T  

 

PLACE : TBD (AUGUSTA AREA) 

TIME:  TBD 

 

FEMA and the GA Floodplain Management Staff will serve as instructors for E-273 ñManaging Floodplain Development Through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) / CFM 

test to follow course ï you must register for the test with ASFPM 

 

J UNE  7 -12,  2009  ð ASFPM  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  

 

PLACE ROSEN CENTER HOTEL; ORLANDO, FLORIDA 

TIME  DAILY 

 

ASFPMôs Annual Conference 

 

 



Points of Interest  

Important information regarding 

ñWeek-long CFM Courses and 

CFM Refresher Courses (listed on 

the website and in this newsletter) 
 

These courses are meant as preparation courses for 

the CFM exam, but will  not take the place of 

intensive study.  

 

Prior to this training, GAFM recommends that you 

read the manual, Floodplain Management 

Requirements:  

A Study Guide and Desk Reference for Local 

Officials (FEMA 480) available for download at 

www.floods.org/Certification/FEMA_480.asp.  
This manual is lengthy, so please give yourself some 
time to prepare!  

 

Please note that signing up for these courses does 
not automatically register you for the CFM exam, 
and signing up for the exam does not register you for 
the course. ASFPM requires that you register and 
submit payment at least two weeks in advance of any 
CFM exam.  
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June 13, 2008 ExamðURS; Atlanta, GA 

 

Young Kwon 

 

September 11, 2008 ExamðJekyll Island, GA 

 
David Braswell 
Bill Corder  
Victor Onwueme 
Scott Robidoux 
 
Congratulations to you all !!!!!!!!  

 

New CFMõs in Georgia 

Awards and òAll that Stuffó 

Job Corner  

 

Check out the job opportunities posted 
on GAFMôs website at: 
 

www.gafloods.org  

Nominations are now under review for GAFMôs Second Annual Awards 

Ceremony to be held at the 4 th Annual GAFM Conference at the Columbus 

Convention Center in Columbus, GA on Feb 11 -13, 2009.  Awards catego-

ries include:  

Program Award for Excellence in Floodplain Management  

Outstanding Floodplain Manager Award  

Distinguished Service Award  

Meritorious Achievement Award  

 

For more information about the awards, see Awards on GAFMôs website at 

www.gafloods.org  

 
 

Awards Committee Chair, Charles 

Absher, with 2008 GAFM Award 

Winners, Reza Aral and Carl Barka-

low and also pictured, GAFM Chair, 

Collis Brown 

New on GAFMôs Website: 
 

Listen and Learn ðSubjects in Audio:  

 

Legal Challenges When Dams and Levees Do Not 

Protect ð Instructor Edward A Thomas, Esq, Mi-

chael Baker Jr. Inc., as presented at the ASFPM An-

nual Conference, May 18, 2008, in Reno-Sparks, 

Nevada 

 

No Adverse Impact (NAI) Property RightsðLegally 

Protecting the Rights of All ð Instructor Edward A 

Thomas, Esq, Michael Baker Jr. Inc., as presented at 

the ASFPM Annual Conference, May 18, 2008, in 

Reno-Sparks, Nevada 

 

One of the sessions offered at the 

GAFM 3rd Annual Conference in 

Decatur, GA, March 5-7, 2008 



 

New Levee Outreach Toolkit from FloodSmart  

 

Levees are built to provide a specific level of flood protection. However, recent events have shown how 
storms can bring floodwaters that exceed that level, causing levees to overtop or fail. The flood losses 
that occur due to a levee failure can be devastating and have even a greater impact on home and busi-
ness owners who do not carry flood insurance. It is important for residents living and working near lev-
ees to know about their flood risk and their insurance choices.  

The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and FloodSmart have recently created a new Levee 
Outreach Toolkit that contains materials developed specifically for outreach in communities with lev-
ees. The materials in this toolkit provide various audiences, including floodplain managers, with tem-
plated, flexible materials to adapt and use in addressing flood risks behind levees and the flood insur-
ance implications of levee status changes, as well as flood risk zones and Special Flood Hazard Areas 
that are being remapped or revised.  

Communication Tips for a Successful Process  

The following tips will help ensure that the overall approach to conducting community outreach is on 
target. Keep these tips in mind to make communications around levee and map changes in your area a 
smooth - and successful - process.  

Start early.  Getting started on outreach efforts as early as possible will allow you to identify and ad-

dress key issues and obstacles and secure the broad-based support needed prior to the rollout of new 
maps. 

The media will tell the tale - engage them.  Local and regional media outlets have an interest in this 

issue and will want to know how map and levee changes affect the average citizen. Providing the press 
with access to good information in advance of the release of new maps will help ensure that they have 
a solid understanding of the process. 

Reach out to representatives from affected industries.  Representatives of the insurance, realty 

and lending industries will all be affected by the changes that new maps bring. Keeping them updated 
about developments in the map change and levee review process, getting their feedback on outreach 
materials and using them to disseminate information to their colleagues are key to a successful com-
munications effort. 

Residents and business owners need clear messages about flood risks - as well as cost -

saving options for protection.  Providing the public with messages and materials that stress both 
risks and available cost-saving flood insurance options can make the need or requirement for flood 
insurance more palatable. 

Make sure you communicate often with all audiences.  Open, transparent and repeated communi-

cation goes a long way to building consensus and garnering buy-in in your community. Holding open 
houses or town hall meetings gives residents and business owners an opportunity to raise issues and 
concerns in a friendly, educational setting. 

Get key decision makers on board.  Local elected officials and county board members will ultimately 
be responsible for adopting ordinances that make new flood maps official and effective throughout the 
area. If the area around the levees is going through a map change, make sure key officials clearly un-
derstand the map change process, insurance implications and overall project benefits. 

Please email FloodSmart at info@femafloodsmart.gov to request a copy of the Levee Outreach Toolkit. 
Please continue to visit FEMA.gov and FloodSmart.gov for information about map changes, levee 
status changes and flood insurance. 

mailto:info@femafloodsmart.gov


Executive Board  

 

Chair  

Terri L Turner, AICP, CFM 

City of Augusta 

 

Vice-Chair  

Tom McDonald, CFM 

City of Savannah 

 

Secretary  

Juanita Mikell 

City of Savannah 

 

Treasurer  

Garrett Skinner, CFM 

URS Corporation, Atlanta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Reps  

 

North  

Vee Burnham, CFM 

Gilmer County 

 

East  

George Eastman, CFM 

Columbia County 

 

Coastal  

David Smith 

Jekyll Island Fire Dept 

 

Southwest  

Michael Burgess, CFM 

Columbus Consolidated Govôt 

 

Central  

Ray Parker, CFM 

City of Douglas 

 

Metro Atlanta  

Charles Absher, CFM 

Jordan, Jones & Goulding; Atlanta 

GAFM Committee 

Chairs  

Conference Planning Committee  

Ranko Pudar, CFM 

URS Corporation ; Atlanta   

 

Outreach and Membership Services  

David Smith 

Jekyll Island Fire Dept 

 

Awards Committee  

Charles Absher, CFM 

Jordan, Jones & Goulding; Atlanta      

 

Programs Committee  

Tom Tkacs, CFM 

Greenehorne & OôMara, Inc;  Atlanta 

 

GIS Mapping & Technology Committee  

Sam Crampton, CFM 

Dewberry;  Atlanta   

 

Mitigation /  NAI Committee     

Michael Taylor, CFM 

Watershed Concepts;  Atlanta   

 

Webmasters  

Chris Budd, CFM and Bo Murphy; PBS&J; Atlanta 

Your  GAFM  Board  for  2008  

The GAFM News is published on a quarterly basis on Jan 15, Apr 15, Jul 15, and Oct 15 of each year.  To 

submit information for the Newsletter, contact Steve Larson, Editor,  at Steve.larson@gwinettcounty.com  
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At-Large Reps  

 

Newsletter Editor  

Steve Larson, CFM 

Gwinnett County 

 

Legislative Officer  

Collis Brown, CFM 

GA DNR / State NFIP Office; Atlanta 

 

CFM Mentor Program Coordinator  

Michael Blakely, CFM 

Chatham County 

 

 

GAFM Chair, Terri Turner, presents Garrett Weiss, Augusta 

Engineering, with his CFM Certification at the October 7, 

2008, Augusta Commission meeting in Augusta, GA as 

Mayor Deke Copenhaver, Mayor Pro-Tem Betty Beard, and 

other Augusta Commission members look on 
 

If you are a new CFM and would like to have your certification presented in a 

public forum, contact your Regional Representative, one of the At -Large 

Representatives,  or anyone on the GAFM Executive Board, and we  will make 

every effort to make that happen !  

 

Be on the look out for the CFM Mentor Program ðcoming soon !!  

 

 

GAFM News - òForumò: 
 

Since our last newsletter, Oct. 15, we have re-
ceived positive feedback on the new, more pro-
fessional, two-color scheme GAFM newsletter.  
 
If you would like to make a suggestion about the 
newsletter or have other comments or informa-
tion you would like to share with GAFM mem-
bers, please contact Steve Larson at: 
 
Steve.larson@gwinettcounty.com 


